Verbs in English: A Comprehensive Guide

Verbs are the core of sentence construction. Every grammatically complete sentence in English
requires

a verb because verbs express actions, states, processes, and occurrences. Unlike simple
definitions

often taught at beginner levels, verbs operate as highly structured grammatical units that encode
tense,

aspect, voice, mood, modality, and relationships with other sentence elements.

A verb may describe physical activity (run, build, write), mental processes (think, know, believe),

states (exist, seem, belong), or changes (become, grow, turn). Understanding verbs deeply
improves not

only grammar but clarity, precision, and fluency.

Lexical (Main) Verbs

Lexical verbs carry the primary semantic meaning in a clause.

Examples:

. She writes every day.

. They built a bridge.

. He understands the problem.

. The child laughed loudly.

. Birds fly gracefully.

. We discussed the proposal.

. The engine stopped suddenly.

. | remember the details.
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. The company expanded rapidly.

10. She solved the equation.

Auxiliary (Helping) Verbs

Auxiliary verbs help express tense, aspect, and voice.

Examples:

. She is running.

. They have finished.

. He was promoted.

. We are studying.

. | have seen this.

. The work is completed.
. She has left.

. They were waiting.
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9. He is being trained.

10. We have been informed.

Modal Verbs

Modals express ability, possibility, necessity, or permission.

Examples:

. She can swim.

. You must listen.

. They may arrive.
. He might call.

. We should leave.
. I would agree.

. She could help.

. You shall proceed.
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. They will succeed.

10. He must decide.

Transitive Verbs

Transitive verbs require direct objects.

Examples:

1. She read the book.

2. He bought a car.

3. They completed the task.
4. | admire her courage.

5. We built a house.

6. She answered the question.
7. He opened the door.

8. They organized the event.
9. | watched the film.

10. She solved the puzzle.

Intransitive Verbs

Intransitive verbs do not take direct objects.

Examples:

1. The baby cried.

2. He slept peacefully.
3. They arrived late.
4. The sun rises.

5. She laughed.



6. Birds migrate.

7. The guests departed.
8. Time passes.

9. The engine failed.
10. He hesitated.

Linking Verbs

Linking verbs connect subjects to complements.

Examples:

. She is happy.

. He became famous.

. They seem tired.

. The soup tastes good.
. She feels cold.

. The sky looks clear.

. He remained calm.

. The plan appears effective.
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. She grew restless.

10. The idea sounds reasonable.
Dynamic vs Stative Verbs

Dynamic Examples:
. She runs daily.
. They are working.
. He drives carefully.

. We are learning.

1

2

3

4

5. | am writing.
6. She speaks clearly.
7. They play chess.

8. He studies hard.

9. We travel often.

10. She paints beautifully.

Stative Examples:

1. She knows the answer.
2. | believe you.

3. He owns a house.

4. They prefer tea.

5. She loves music.



6. | understand the rule.

7. He remembers the event.
8. They need assistance.

9. She dislikes noise.

10. I recognize the pattern.
Regular Verbs

Examples:

.walk - walked

. play - played

. open - opened
.call - called

. work — worked

. clean - cleaned
. watch - watched

. start — started
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. help - helped

10. move - moved
Irregular Verbs

Examples:

. go - went

. see - saw

. take - took

. come - came
. begin - began
. write - wrote

.eat - ate

. drive = drove
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. speak — spoke

10. choose - chose
Finite vs Nonm Finite Verbs

Finite Examples:

1. She works daily.

2. They studied yesterday.
3. He is arriving.

4. We completed it.

5. l understand this.



6. She was speaking.

7. They have left.

8. He drives fast.

9. We observe carefully.

10. She teaches well.

Nonm Finite Examples:
. To learn is valuable.
. Running improves health.
. She enjoys reading.

. The broken vase lay there.

1

2

3

4

5. | want to travel.
6. They prefer walking.
7. He began to speak.

8. The rising sun glowed.
9. She tried to help.

10. We love exploring.

Mastery of verbs is essential for academic writing, professional communication, and fluent speech.

Worksheet: Verb Practice

Exercise 1 — Identify the Verb Type

1. She has completed the report.
2. They might visit tomorrow.

3. He became anxious.

4. The baby slept.

5. We built a model.

Exercise 2 — Correct the Errors

1. She go to college every day.
2. They is working hard.

3. He have finished the task.
4. | am know the answer.

5. She can to swim.
Exercise 3 — Fill in the Blanks

1. She (write) a letter yesterday.

2. They (be) happy now.



3. He (choose) the correct option.
4. We (study) for exams.

5.1 (see) that film before.
Exercise 4 — Sentence Construction

Create sentences using:
1. A modal verb

2. Allinking verb

3. Anirregular verb

4. A stative verb

5. A nonmfinite verb

Answer Key
Exercise 1

1. has completed - Auxiliary + Lexical Verb (Perfect Aspect)
2. might visit -~ Modal Verb Construction

3. became -, Linking Verb

4. slept - Intransitive Verb

5. built - Transitive Verb
Exercise 2

1. She goes to college every day.
2. They are working hard.

3. He has finished the task.

4. | know the answer.

5. She can swim.
Exercise 3

1. wrote

2. are

3. chose

4. study / are studying

5. have seen
Exercise 4 (Sample Responses)

1. She might call later.
2. The sky became dark.
3. He took the keys.

4. | believe your idea.



5. To learn requires patience.



